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Delegates to the 18th General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) arrived in
San Salvador over the weekend. President Jose Napoleon Duarte has proclaimed the Nov. 14-19
meeting as "the most important diplomatic event" in the country's history. He said it lent legitimacy
and international prestige to the government. The armed forces have reinforced the capital with
thousands of heavily armed troops and armored personnel carriers. On Nov. 14, about 5,000 troops
patrolled San Salvador. The site for the General Assembly is a hotel located in the northern section
of the city. Principal agenda topics are Latin America's foreign debt, stalled efforts to end Central
America's three civil wars, human rights violations in the region and drug trafficking. Labor, student
and peasant groups announced several demonstrations for the week. On Nov. 15, an estimated
15,000 members of religious, trade union, and peasant organizations marched in downtown San
Salvador. Their objective, according to demonstration organizers, was to make clear to the OAS
delegates the Salvadoran people's desire to see a peaceful solution to the civil war which has caused
at least 65,000 deaths in the past eight years. The demonstrators paralyzed traffic in the downtown
area and the western part of the city for about three hours. The march was called by a recently
formed organization dedicated to "national dialogue." Organization affiliates include several
churches and trade union groups. On Monday, tanks and thousands of soldiers and policemen
surrounded the site of the OAS meeting. March organizations stated that they decided to stay clear
of the site in order to avoid contact with the soldiers. Students, religious, trade union members,
children and campesinos carried white flags and placards stating that the people demand dialogue
and peaceful negotiation of the conflict. A helicopter hovered over the demonstrators, but soldiers
and policemen were not observed along the march corridor. (Basic data from AP, 11/13/88, 11/15/88;
New York Times, 11/14/88)
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